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#1 Introduction

Who was the father of our country? Who was the mother? Is history only "his story"
or is it "her story," too?

Often times when we read about history, the main characters are men. Why is this?
Were there women who also had significant impact on history? What impact did these
historical figures have on your life today? How will their contributions affect your
future?

In this WebQuest activity, you will investigate "herstory" and find out how American
women have impacted your country and your future.

How did American women of the past affect my future?
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#2 Task

Your task is to communicate to the rest of the class what life was like for women
during a given time period. Also, you will research the life of a specific woman who
lived during that time period and relate to the class the impact that she had on your
life today and on the lives of future Americans.

Each of you will be assigned to a group. Each group will develop a multimedia
presentation to share with the class. Each person will have a specific task to complete
in order to contribute to the group project and presentation. Because every person is
unique, each member of the group will have a unique assignment.

One of you will complete an art project, one a research and writing project, one will
develop a PowerPoint project, and one will be the reporter responsible for presenting
the group project orally to the class. Every group member will contribute to the
historical background research and draw conclusions about the impact each woman
and her contributions had on the lives of Americans. It is important to remember that
just as the contributions of George Washington and Orville Wright impacted the lives
of men and women alike, the women you will investigate impacted every American, as
well.
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# 3 Process

This section describes how you will go about accomplishing your task. Remember that
the main goal is to communicate with fellow class members. You should make every
effort to ensure that your contributions to the group presentation reflect that focus.

1. You will be assigned to a group of 4 students.

2. Each group will explore the website, "Her Story," to gain background
information.

3. Each group chooses one of the time periods to report on. (Each group must
choose a different time period.)

4. Decide which of the following roles each member will play:

o Artist: This person will create a piece of visual art to represent some
aspect of the group's investigation.

o Writer: This person will compile a 2 page essay that explains the
information obtained from the group's investigation.

o Technician: This person will operate the computer and create the
PowerPoint presentation.

o Reporter: This person will present the group ideas to the class.

5. Gathering Background Information on your Time Period:

o Each member should read the basic information on the group time period
and the "Related Links."

o Each member will take notes and brainstorm ideas for completing their
role in the project. You will each use the "Historical Time Period" organizer
to record your findings.

6. Research information on the woman featured in the group's chosen time period.

o Each of you will use the "American Woman" organizer to record the
findings of your research about the woman featured in that particular time
period.

o The group will discuss which facts to emphasize in the presentation.

o Be sure that the presentation provides the audience with a good overview
of the historical time period, as well as the contributions of the individual.

7. Completion of individual projects

o Artist: Complete a visual art project that represents some aspect of the

woman you have studied. The project can be completed using many
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different media types. Some suggestions are: oil painting, clay sculpture,
paper or other collage, and chalk pastel picture. You may think of a
different type of artwork to complete. Please refer to the "Artist" rubric
below for specific requirements for your project.

o Writer: Write a 2-3 page essay about the woman your group is
investigating. You must use at least one outside print source besides the
"Her Story" reference you will be investigating as a group. Please refer to
the "Writer" rubric below for specific requirements for your project.

o Technician: Create a PowerPoint slide show that communicates
information about the time period and the woman you are learning about.
You may include photographs, quotations, or clip art to make your
presentation interesting to your viewing audience. The last slide should
include references and/or links to the sources of all information and
graphics used. Please refer to the "Technician™ rubric below for specific
requirements for your project.

o Reporter: You will be incorporating all of the other individual projects into
your oral presentation to the class. It is your responsibility to work closely
with all other group members so that you understand how each project will
fit into the presentation. It is important to organize your thoughts and
decide in what order to incorporate each aspect of the research into your
report. Please refer to the "Reporter"” rubric below for specific requirements
for your project.

8. Compilation of group presentation

o Each group will be provided with a tri-fold presentation board to use as a
backdrop for their presentation. The art project, written report, printed
photographs, and additional items representative of the time period or
specific contributions will be displayed here. A PowerPoint slide show and
oral report will be included, as well. All of these aspects will be a part of
the group's presentation. Individual projects and the presentation board
should complement one another so that the audience will be able to get a
complete understanding of the information and how each aspect relates to
the others.
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# 4 Evaluation

At various times throughout the completion of the group project, you will be given
opportunities to discuss your progress within your group, as well as with other
members of the class. At these times you will be provided with "Peer Evaluation
Forms." The comments and notations made on these forms will be anonymous, so
please provide as much constructive criticism as possible. (Constructive criticism is
more than commenting on what could be done better. It provides an idea for making
improvement.)

Each person will receive two evaluations upon completion of this WebQuest. First, you
will receive a grade for your individual contribution to the group presentation. Since
the individual assignments are quite different, each type will be evaluated using a
different rubric. In addition, each person will be evaluated on how well and how much
s/he contributed to the group project as a whole. Below you will find five different
rubrics. The first rubric will be used to assess the group as a whole and will apply to
everyone. The other four are task-specific. Please find the one that pertains to you.
Keep these rubrics in mind as you work on the project. They will provide you with
information about what is expected of you.
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# 5 Conclusion

these women impact your life? Why do you say that?

How did American women of the past affect my future?

Now that you have explored American history through a different lens, what can you
say about how your life has been affected by "herstory"? How did the contributions of

Looking at the events of the past in a different light can lead to a deeper
understanding of them and of what might happen in the future.
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seem to
understand
the topic very
well.

It is important to
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remember that historical accounts are written from a particular point of view. It is up
to you to decide how much of what you read or hear is factual and how the
information can be presented in a particular way for some reason.

Use the "Her Story Affects My Story™ organizer to record details about each woman
featured in the classroom presentations. Write 5-7 sentences that tell how your life
and your future have been affected.

Although "herstory" has not been widely discussed in earlier textbooks and historical
accounts, this is changing. Many people are working to ensure that the contributions
of American women and, indeed, woman around the world, are not forgotten.
Individual contributions do impact future generations, regardless of gender.

How did American women of the past affect my future?
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