


Unlocking the Keys to the Constitution

An Interactive Poster Activity

Use the United States Constitution, the United States Constitution Guide, and the links to the
online interactive, Creating the Constitution, found throughout this worksheet to assist you in

completing the following questions.
‘We the People:
¢ Visit the following webpage for help in answering these questions:

o TPSWaynesburg.delivr.com/18lc1

1. What does the preamble say about the United States?

2. What impact did the Virginia plan have on the Constitution?

3. How did changes to the Virginia Plan impact the format of the government?

Representation:
+» Visit the following webpage for help in answering these questions:

o TPSWaynesburg.delivr.com/18lct

1. How was representation determined?

2. Have changes been made to the requirements of a representative?


tpswaynesburg.delivr.com/18lci
tpswaynesburg.delivr.com/18lct

Taxation:
+¢ Visit the following webpage for help in answering these questions:

o TPSWaynesburg.delivr.com/18ldc

1. Why did individuals have reservations about taxation?

2. Why was the three-fifths compromise so controversial?

‘War Powers:
+¢ Visit the following webpage for help in answering these questions:

o TPSWaynesburg.delivr.com/181d3

1. How was the military to be organized?

2. Who was to be the commander and chief of the military?


tpswaynesburg.delivr.com/18ldc
tpswaynesburg.delivr.com/18ld3

Executive:
+» Visit the following webpage for help in answering these questions:

o TPSWaynesburg.delivr.com/18lds

1. Where did the 1dea of the executive branch come from?

2. What were the concerns about having an individual lead the nation?

3. How does the Constitution address these concerns


tpswaynesburg.delivr.com/18lds

WE. the People of the United States, in order to form
a more perfect union, @ eftablith juftice, infure domeftic tranquility, provide
for the common defence, promote the general welfare, and fecure the bleflings

of liberty to ourfelves and our pofterity, do ordain and eftablith this Conftitution for the

United States of America.

ARTICLE L

Sed. 1. ALL legiflative powers hercin granted fhall be vefied in a Congrefs of the United
States, which {ha.lltfnﬁll of a Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives. -

Sedt. 2. The Houfe of Reprefentatives fhall be compofed of members chofen every fecond year
by the people of the feveral ffates, and the clectors in cach flate fhall have the qualifications requi-
fite for electors of the moft numecrous branch of the ftate legiflature.

Ne perfon fhall be a reprefentative who fhall not have attained tothe ageof twenty-fiveyears,and
been feven years a citizen of the United States, and who fhall not, when cleéted, be an inhabitant
of that ftate in which he fhall be chofen.

Reprefentatives and diret taxes fhall be apportioned among the feveral fates which may be in-
cluded within this Union,according to their refpedtive numbers, whigh fhall be determined byadd-
ing to the whole number of free perfons, including thofe bound to for a term of years,
and excludieg Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other perfons. The adtual enumeration fhall
be made within three years after the firlt mecting of the Congrefs of the United States, and within
every fubfequent term of ten years, in fuch manner as they fhall by law diret. The number of
reprefentatives fhall not exceed one lor every forty thoufand, but each ffate thall have at leait one
reprefentative : and until fuch enumeration fhall be made, the flate of New-Hampthire fhall be en-
titled to chufe three, Maffachufetts eight, Rhode-IMland and Providence Plantations one, Connedticut
five, New-York fix, New- Jerfey four, Pennfylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland fix, Virginia
ten, North-Carolina five, South-Carolina five, and Georgia three,

When vacancies happen in the reprefentation from any flate, the Executive authority thereof
fha'l iffu= writs of eleclion to fill fuch vacancies,

‘The Houle of Reprefentatives fhall choofe their Speaker and other officers; and s fhall have
the fole power of impeachment.

8. 3. The Senate of the United States fhall be compofed of two fenators from each flate, cho-
fen by the legiflature thereof, for fix years: and each fenator fhall have one vote.

‘lﬁwdiarr!)‘ after they fhall be affembled in confequence of the firft ele@ion, they fhall be divi-
<ed as equally as may be intothree claffles.  The feats of the fenators of the firft clafs fhall be vaca-
ted at the expiration of the fecond year, of the fecond clafs at the expiration of the fourth year, and
ot the third clafs at the expiration of the fixth year, fo that one-third may be chofen every fecond
year: and il vacancics happen by refignation, or otherwife, during the recels of the Legiflature of
any ftate, the Exccutive thercol may make temporary appointments until the next mecting of the
Legiflature, o dcl v e oA /f..;..c.é.',.-x -

No perfon fhall be a fenator who fhall not have attained tothe age of thirty years,and beea rine
years acitizen of the United States, and who fhall not, when eleGed, be an inhabitant of that fiae
for which he fhall be chofen.

The Vice-Prefident of the United States fhall be, emmiiin, Prefident of the fenate, but fall
hiave no vote, unlefs they be equally divided.

The Senate fhall choole their other officers, and alio a Prefident pro tempore, in the abfence of
the Vice-Prefident, or when he fhall exercife the office of Prefident of the United States.

Thie Scnate [hgll have ghe fole power to try all impeachments.  When fitting for that purpofe,
they thall b 3d 0ath.”™ Whicn the Prefident of the United States is tried, the Chief Joflice fhall
prefide: And no perfon fhail be convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds of the members
}‘.’ﬂrﬂl-

Judgment in cafes of impeachment fhall not extend further than to remsval from office, and dif-
qualification to hold and emjoy any office of honor, trult or profit under the United States: bur the
party convicted fhall neverthclefs be liable and fubject to indi@ment, trial, judgment and punith-
ment, according to law.

Scif. 4. Thetimes, places l]:l:‘ manner of holding c'ecions for fenators and reprefentatives, fhall
be preferibed in each flate by t iflature thereof: but thg may at any time w make
or fl:cr fach ugnhliom.—b.{x < /l:f-\’d- /fﬁl s 402:.8}:.&}'.')»- "a,"' o~y

‘The Congrefs fhall affemble at leaft once in every year,and fuch mecting fhall beon the firft Mon-
day in December, unlefs they fhall by law appoint a different day.

Scdl. 5. Each houfe fhall be the judge of the eleitions, returns and qualifications of its own mem-
bers, and a majority of each fhal conftitute 2 quorum to do bufinefls: but a fmaller number may
adjourn from day to day, and may be authorifed to compel the attendance of abfent bers, in
{Mll.‘ manner, am{ under fach ies as each houfe may provide. forderly

“ach houle may determine the rules of its proceedings; punifh its members for di beha-
viour, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, e'q:I a Snbrr. £

Each houfe fhali keep a journal of its proceedings, and from time totime publifh the fame, ex-
cepting fuch parts as may in their judgment irc fecrecy; and the ycas and nays of the members
of ch:rlmufem any queftion fhall, at llcrmdmﬁ&h of thofe prefent, be entered on the

urn
jﬂ?'ln:i_tlm'hmﬂ'e, during the feffion of fhall, without the confent of the other, adjourn
for more than three days, nor to any other than that in which the two houfes fhall be fitting.

Sedl. 6. The fenators and reprefentatives fhall receive a compenfation for their fervices, to be
afcertained by law, and paid out of the treafury of the United States. They fhall in all cafes, ex-
cept treafon, felony and breach of the peace, be privileged from arreft during their attendance at
the feflion of their wiu houfes, and ia going to and returning from the fame ; and for any
fpcech or debatein cither houfe, they fhall not be queftioned in any other place.

No fenator or reprefentative fhall, during the time for which he was cleted, be appointed to
any civil office under the authority of the United States, which fhall have been created, or the emo-

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-binfampage?collld=mgw4&fileName=gwpage097.db&recNum=232

The Library of Congress

http://www.loc.gov
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Committee of Detail Report in the
Federal Convention, August 1787

This is a transcription of excerpts from the Committee of
Detail Report in the Federal Convention, August 1787, prior
to revisions.

United States Constitution
Preamble excerpt

Committee of Style Report in the
Federal Convention, September 1787

This is a transcription of excerpts from the Committee of Style
Report in the Federal Convention, August 1787, including
emendations in the hand of George Washington at the
Convention.

“We the People of the States

of New-Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode-
Island and Providence Plantations,
Connecticut, New-York, New-Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland,
Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina,
and Georgia, do ordain, declare and
establish the following Constitution for the
Government of Ourselves and our
Posterity.”

Page 1

“We, the People of the United States,
in order to form a more perfect union. . . .”



Committee of Detail Report, August 1787

United States Constitution
Executive Branch excerpts

Committee of Style Report, September 1787

Article X, Section 1. “The Executive Power
of the United States shall be vested in a
single person. His stile shall be, "The
President of the United States of America;"
and his title shall be, "His Excellency." He
shall be elected by joint-ballot by the
Legislature to which election a majority of
the votes of the members present shall be
required. He shall hold his office during the
term of seven years; but shall not be elected a
second time.”
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Article 11. Sect. 1. “The executive power

shall be vested in a president of the United States
of America. He shall hold his office during the
term of four years, and, together with the
vice-president, chosen for the same term, be
elected as follows:

Each state shall appoint, in such manner as the
legislature thereof may direct, a number of
electors, equal to the whole number of senators
and representatives to which the state may be
entitled in Congress: . . . The electors shall meet
in their respective states, and vote by ballot for
two persons, of whom one at least shall not be an
inhabitant of the same state with themselves.”



Committee of Detail Report, August 1787

United States Constitution
War Powers excerpts

Committee of Style Report, September 1787

Article VII, Section 1 "All debts contracted and
engagements entered into by, or under the
authority of Congress shall be valid against the
United States under this Constitution as under
the Confederation. The Legislature of the
United States shall have the power to . . .

To declare war;

To raise and support armies;

To provide and maintain a Navy;

To make rules for the government and
regulation of the land and naval forces

To make laws for organising, arming, and
disciplining the militia, and for governing such
part of them as may be employed in the service
of the United States—reserving to the States,
respectively the appointment of the Officers,
and the authority of training the militia
according to the discipline prescribed by the
United States.

To establish uniform laws on the subject of
bankruptcies.
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Acrticle 1, Section 8 "The Congress shall have
power . . .

To declare war, grant letters of marque and
reprisal, and make rules concerning captures on
land and water.

To raise and support armies: but no
appropriation of money to that use shall be for
a longer term than two years.

To provide and maintain a navy.

To make rules for the government and
regulation of the land and naval forces.



United States Constitution

War Powers excerpts (continued)

Committee of Detail Report, August 1787

Committee of Style Report, September 1787

To provide for calling forth the militia, in order
to execute the laws of the Union, enforce
treaties, suppress insurrections,

and repel invasions; . . ."

Article X, Section 2 “[The executive] shall be
Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of
the United States, and of the Militia of the
several States”
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To provide for calling forth the militia
to execute the laws of the union,
suppress insurrections

and repel invasions."

Article 11, Section 2 "The president shall be
commander in chief of the army and navy of
the United States, and of the militia of the
several States when called into the actual
service of the United States: . . ."



United States Constitution
Representation excerpts

Committee of Detail Report, August 1787

Committee of Style Report, September 1787

Acrticle 111 "The legislative power shall be
vested in a Congress to consist of two
separate and distinct bodies of men, a House
of Representatives and a Senate; The
legislature shall meet at least once in every
year; and that meeting shall be on the final
Monday in December, unless a different day
shall be appointed by law.

Article IV Sect. 1. The Members of the
House of Representatives shall be chosen
every second year, by the people of the
several States comprehended within this
Union.

Sect. 4. .. .the Legislature shall, in each of
these cases, regulate the number of
representatives by the number of inhabitants,
according to provisions [rate for direct
taxation] herein made at the [not exceeding
the] rate of one for every forty thousand.
[Provided that every state shall have at least
one representative.]
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Article | "Sect. 1. ALL legislative powers herein
granted shall be vested in a Congress of the
United States, which shall consist of a Senate
and House of Representatives.

Sect. 2. The House of Representatives shall be
composed of members chosen every second
year by the people of the several states, . . .

Representatives and direct taxes shall be
apportioned among the several states which
may be included within this Union, according
to their respective numbers, which shall be
determined by adding to the whole number of
free persons, including those bound to service
for a term of years, and excluding Indians not
taxed, three-fifths of all other persons.



United States Constitution

Representation excerpts (continued)

Committee of Detail Report, August 1787

Committee of Style Report, September 1787

Article V Sect. 1. The Senate of the United
States shall be chosen by the Legislatures of
the several States. Each Legislature shall
chuse two members. Vacancies happening by
refusals to accept resignations, or allowance,
may be supplied by the Legislature of the
State in the representation of which such
vacancies shall happen, or by the Executive
thereof until the next meeting of the
Legislature. Each member shall have one
vote."
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Sect. 3 The Senate of the United States shall be
composed of two senators from each state,
chosen by the legislature thereof, for six years:
and each senator shall have one vote.”



United States Constitution
Taxation excerpts

Committee of Detail Report, August 1787 Committee of Style Report, September 1787
Acrticle VII "Sect. 3. The proportion of direct Article 1, Section 2. "Representatives and direct
taxation shall be regulated by the whole taxes shall be apportioned among the several
number of white and other free citizens and states which may be included within this Union,
inhabitants, of every age, sex and condition, according to their respective numbers, which
including those bound to servitude for a term shall be determined by adding to the whole
of years, and three fifths of all other persons number of free persons, including those bound
not comprehended in the foregoing to service for a number of years, and excluding
description, (except Indians not paying taxes) Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other
which number shall, within three years after persons.

the first meeting of the Legislature, and
within the term of every ten years afterwards,
be taken in such manner as the said
Legislature shall direct.

Sect. 4. No tax or duty shall be laid by the Section 8. The Congress shall have the power
Legislature on articles exported from any To lay and collect taxes, duties, imposts and
State; excises; to pay the debts and provide for the

common defence and general welfare of the
United States: but all duties, imports, and
excises shall be uniform throughout the United
States.
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Committee of Detail Report, August 1787

United States Constitution
Taxation excerpts (continued)

Committee of Style Report, September 1787

The migration or importation of such persons
as the several States , now existing, shall
think proper to admit shall not be prohibited
by the Legislature prior to the year 1808.—
but a tax or duty may be imported on such
importation not exceeding_Ten dollars for
each Person.

Sect. 5. No capitation tax shall be laid, unless
in proportion to the census
herein before directed to be taken."
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Section 9. The migration or importation of such
persons as any of the states now existing shall
think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by
the Congress prior to the year one thousand
eight hundred and eight, but a tax or duty may
be imposed on such importation, not exceeding
ten dollars for each person.

No capitation tax shall be laid, unless

in proportion to the census or enumerations
herein before directed to be taken.

No preference shall be given by any regulation
of commerce or revenue to the Port of one
State over those of another, nor shall vessels
bound to or from one State be obliged to enter
clear, or pay duties in another.

No tax or duty shall be laid on articles exported
from any state."
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