






Primary Source Information 

 

Title: The Seventh Census of the United States 1850 

Creator: J.D.B. DeBow 

Created/Published:  Washington: Robert Armstrong, Public Printer.  1853. 

Notes: Embracing a statistical view of each of the states and territories, arranged by counties, towns, etc.. 

URL: http://www2.census.gov/prod2/decennial/documents/1850a-01.pdf 

 

Visit http://www.westegg.com/inflation/ for an inflation calculator that can be used to compare costs in 1850 

to those of today. 

 



 





Primary Source Information  

 

Title: Palmer’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin Co., 1882, no. 11 

Created/ Published: Buffalo, N.Y.: Courier Litho.. Co., ca. 1899.   

Notes: Prints and Photographs Division 

Reproduction Number: LC-USZC4-6171(3-10) 

URL: http://lcweb2.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aopart3b.html 

 

Information about the Source from the Library of Congress 

This poster for a production of Uncle Tom's Cabin features the Garden City Quartette under the 

direction of Tom Dailey and George W. Goodhart. Many stage productions of Harriet Beecher Stowe's 

famous novel have been performed in various parts of the country since Uncle Tom's Cabin was first 

published as a serial in 1851. Although the major actors were usually white, people of color were sometimes 

part of the cast. African American performers were often allowed only stereotypical roles--if any--in 

productions by major companies. 

Harriet Beecher Stowe is best remembered as the author of Uncle Tom's Cabin, her first novel, 

published as a serial in 1851 and then in book form in 1852. This book infuriated Southerners. It focused 

on the cruelties of slavery--particularly the separation of family members--and brought instant acclaim to 

Stowe. After its publication, Stowe traveled throughout the United States and Europe speaking against 

slavery. She reported that upon meeting President Lincoln, he remarked, "So you're the little woman who 

wrote the book that made this great war." 





Primary Source Information  

 

Title: March on Washington, August 28, 1963. 

Created/ Published: 1963 

Notes: U.S. News and World Report Photograph Collection, Prints and Photographs Division  

Reproduction Number: LC-U9-10360-23 (9-13) 

URL: http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/aopart9b.html 

 
 

Information about the Source from the Library of Congress 

The August 28, 1963, March on Washington riveted the nation's attention. Rather than the 

anticipated hundred thousand marchers, more than twice that number appeared, astonishing even its 

organizers. 

Blacks and whites, side by side, called on President John F. Kennedy and the Congress to provide 

equal access to public facilities, quality education, adequate employment, and decent housing for African 

Americans. During the assembly at the Lincoln Memorial, the young preacher who had led the successful 

Montgomery, Alabama, bus boycott, Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., delivered a stirring message 

with the refrain, "I Have a Dream." 



 







Primary Source Information  

 

Title: Background Map: 1961 Freedom Rides 

Created/ Published: [New York]: Associated Press Newsfeature. [1962]  

Notes: Printed map and text. Geography and Map Division. (9-4) 

URL: http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/0904001.html 

 

Information about the Source from the Library of Congress 

The Freedom Riders of the early 1960s, organized by the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), 

rode through the South seeking integration of the bus, rail, and airport terminals. This Associated Press 

release, authored by Sid Moody, includes a map and an exceptionally descriptive text that illustrates the 

routes taken and the history behind the freedom rides. Together, the map and text record the individual 

cities visited, when and where violence occurred, and how many Freedom Riders were arrested. The text 

also describes some disturbances resulting from the staged sit-ins and forced recognition of CORE's causes 

and issues. Looking at the map and reading the text, one can perceive the struggles that these Freedom 

Riders endured in their quest for full citizenship in 1961.  

 

For more information see the copy of the CORE letter that is included in this packet. 

Title: Core Letter from James Farmer to President John F. Kennedy 

Creators: James Farmer to President John F. Kennedy 

Created/Published: April 26, 1961 

Notes: James Farmer, National Director of Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), wrote a letter to President 

John F. Kennedy, offering details on the plans of the interracial group of Freedom Riders and the 

philosophy behind their actions, explaining that “Freedom Ride is an appeal to the best in all Americans.” 

He assured the President that their plans were “entirely open” and that they were dedicated to “the 

Gandhian principles of non-violence.” 

From the Martin Luther King Jr. Papers at Stanford University 

URL: http://mlk-

kpp01.stanford.edu/index.php/encyclopedia/documentsentry/letter_from_james_farmer_to_president_john

_f_kennedy/ 

 

http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/index.php/encyclopedia/documentsentry/letter_from_james_farmer_to_president_john_f_kennedy/
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Primary Source Information 

 

Title: CORE Letter from James Farmer to President John F. Kennedy 

Creators: James Farmer to President John F. Kennedy 

Created/Published: April 26, 1961 

Notes: James Farmer, National Director of Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), wrote a letter to President 

John F. Kennedy, offering details on the plans of the interracial group of Freedom Riders and the 

philosophy behind their actions, explaining that “Freedom Ride is an appeal to the best in all Americans.” 

He assured the President that their plans were “entirely open” and that they were dedicated to “the 

Gandhian principles of non-violence.” 

From the Martin Luther King Jr. Papers at Stanford University 

URL: http://mlk-

kpp01.stanford.edu/index.php/encyclopedia/documentsentry/letter_from_james_farmer_to_president_john

_f_kennedy 

 

http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/index.php/encyclopedia/documentsentry/letter_from_james_farmer_to_president_john_f_kennedy






Primary Source Information 

Title: "We Shall Overcome." 

Creator(s): Silphia Horton, Frank Hamilton, Guy Carawan, and Pete Seeger.  

Created/ Published: New York: Ludlow Music, Inc., 1963.  

Notes: Music Division. (9-19)Courtesy of Ludlow Music, Inc., 11 West 19th Street New York, NY 10011. 

URL: http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/aaohtml/exhibit/0919001.html 

 

Information about the Source from the Library of Congress 

"We Shall Overcome" seems to have first been sung by striking tobacco workers in Charleston, South 

Carolina, in 1945. In the 1960s the song became the all-but-official anthem of the civil rights movement. 

Its first separate publication, on exhibit here, gives credit of authorship to, among others, Silphia Horton 

of the Highlander Folk School, who learned the song from the tobacco workers, and Pete Seeger, who helped to 

popularize the song and gentrified its title from "We Will Overcome." 

President Lyndon Johnson stunned many of his listeners when during a speech urging the passage of the 

Voting Rights Act of 1965, he closed with the words, "And we shall overcome." 

It was the most powerful song of the 20th century. It started out in church pews and picket lines, 

inspired one of the greatest freedom movements in U.S. history, and went on to topple governments and bring 

about reform all over the world. Word for word, the short, simple lyrics of "We Shall Overcome" might be some 

of the most influential words in the English language. 

"We Shall Overcome" has it roots in African American hymns from the early 20th century, and was first 

used as a protest song in 1945, when striking tobacco workers in Charleston, S.C., sang it on their picket line. By 

the 1950s, the song had been discovered by the young activists of the African American civil rights movement, 

and it quickly became the movement’s unofficial anthem. Its verses were sung on protest marches and in sit-ins, 

through clouds of tear gas and under rows of police batons, and it brought courage and comfort to bruised, 

frightened activists as they waited in jail cells, wondering if they would survive the night. When the long years of 

struggle ended and President Lyndon Johnson vowed to fight for voting rights for all Americans, he included a 

final promise: "We shall overcome." 

In the decades since, the song has circled the globe and has been embraced by civil rights and pro-

democracy movements in dozens of nations worldwide. From Northern Ireland to Eastern Europe, from Berlin 

to Beijing, and from South Africa to South America, its message of solidarity and hope has been sung in dozens 

of languages, in presidential palaces and in dark prisons, and it continues to lend its strength to all people 

struggling to be free. 

As you listen to "We Shall Overcome," think about the reasons it has brought strength and support to so 

many people for so many years. And remember that someone, somewhere, is singing it right now. 
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